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Dear Upper School Parents/Guardians and Students,

Warm greetings from the Upper School of Sejong Academy of Minnesota! | look forward to welcoming you to the next
chapter of your/your student’s educational journey on August 21, 2023.

| am honored to serve as the Upper School Principal under the direction of Dr. Tipka. | hold a BA from Saint Olaf
College and an MAT from the University of St. Thomas. A licensed Minnesota K-12 administrator, | earned my
Education Leadership Specialist (EdS) degree from Minnesota State University-Mankato and my Certificate of
Advanced Education Leadership from Harvard Graduate School of Education. Grounded in the Minnesota state
standards, | have also worked outside of the US in Mauritania, Gabon, South Korea, Ghana, and Switzerland. My
husband and I live on the banks of the Cannon River where we enjoy canoeing, gardening, local arts events, sharing
dinners with family and friends, and long conversations with our two adult sons.

I am proud of our Upper School faculty at Sejong Academy who collaboratively design and deliver the International
Baccalaureate Middle Years Program for students in grades 7-10, and the Global Leadership Program for students in
grade 11-12, both offered as general education and special education programs. We held our first-ever high school
graduation in June of 2023 for 20 students. One graduate is already successfully engaged in his chosen professional
path, one entered trade school, and eighteen plan to enter college or university. They are all bilingual (many are
trilingual) socially-responsible global citizens and we couldn’t be more proud of them. They make the world “a better
and more peaceful place!” (IBO)

| am happy to introduce our 23-24 Homeroom Teachers, the first people parents/guardians and students will contact
to share positive feedback, questions, or whenever you need help.

Grade 7 - Sarah Olson with Yejin Hong

Grade 8 - Kyle Mohs and William Way and Hyunsook Hong and Waihon Liew
Grade 9 - Lauren Frommelt, Han Joon Kim, and Minsoo Son

Grade 10 - Youwha Kim and Hoonseok Oh

Grade 11 - Eunyoung Emily Choi and Sajin Kwok

Grade 12 - Jiwhi Eo and Anna Taddei

| look forward to seeing you at our Open House on August 17th and at Curriculum Night on August 31st. Please
comel!

Thank you for choosing Sejong Academy where our common vision is that “Sejong Academy students will become
scholars of Korean and English, as well as socially responsible global citizens.”

Sincerely,

mmmpwn
Lisa Maren Thompson, EdS
Upper School Principal
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Sincerely,
LMThompson
Lisa Maren Thompson, EdS
Upper School Principal



School/Classroom Behavior Expectations

Sejong Academy uses Responsive Classroom management, an evidence-based approach to teaching and discipline
that focuses on engaging academics, positive community, effective management, and developmental awareness. It
also addresses students' academic, social, and emotional needs to create safe, joyful, and engaging classrooms and
school communities. Each day, Upper School students participate in Morning Meetings with their homeroom
teacher.

Upper School Behavior Redirection Strategies

1. Redirect student verbally, re-teaching expectations
Teacher conference with the student
3. If behavior continues, additional steps will be:
a. Parent contact
b. Student written contract
c. Possible referral to Counselor, Social Worker, Behavior Interventionist
4. Lunch Detention
Office Referral made by teacher for Upper School Principal
6. In-person conference for parents, students, and principal (and Executive Director, as
needed)
7. Additional consequences and/or behavior intervention plans, if recommended

N

i

NOTE: If a student refuses to redirect or cooperate with Sejong Academy staff, parents will be called
immediately and asked to pick up the child for the day.
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School Attendance Expectations

Consistent daily school attendance matters and lays the foundation for the child's solid academic and
social-emotional development.

According to the Ramsey County’s School Attendance Matters Attorney's Office, it is the parents/
guardians' responsibility to make sure your child comes to school every day and to notify the school if
your child/ren will not attend school with legitimate reasons for absence and/or tardies.

Below are the steps we'll take:
e 1-4 unexcused absences - The office will call home and remind parents/guardians to call the
main office to report their child/ren's absence and inform them about the next steps below.
e 5-9 unexcused absences - The parents/guardians will be invited to come to school to watch the
“School Attendance Matters" video and sign the school attendance contract.

e 10 or more unexcused absences - Sejong Academy needs to report to Ramsey County's School
Attendance Matters Attorney's office. The county will contact you to investigate this matter
further and offer appropriate help and advice.

The classroom teachers are responsible for helping your child catch up on any missed assignments.
Please contact your child's teacher if you have any questions regarding any missed school work.
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School Uniform Expectations

Sejong Academy students must wear uniforms from Mondays through Thursdays. School uniform shirt
colors are: blue, red, and white. Pants, skirts, or shorts must be tan, blue, or black. Students are allowed
to choose their own school-appropriate outfit for Fridays. Hats/caps/hoodies are not allowed during the
school day. Tennis shoes are highly recommended for the safety of your child/ren. Please avoid flip-flops,
slides, high-heeled shoes, and any other shoes without backs or straps. To encourage students to wear
uniforms to school, there will be monthly recognition for classes with the best uniform with a "Best
Uniform Class Award" posted in the classrooms/hallways. Please refer to the Student/Family/Handbook
on the school website for more information. Religious exemptions will be respected.

If a student comes to school without a uniform, the school and the teacher will take the following
actions:
o 1st time: Verbal warning to the student by the homeroom teacher.
e 2nd time: Homeroom teachers will contact home to notify parents/guardians to ensure students
have uniforms with the cultural liaison as needed.
e 3rd time: Parents will be asked to come to school to discuss the uniform concern in person.

If students violate the uniform policy more than three times, they will lose the privilege of wearing
non-uniforms on Fridays.
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Cellphone Expectations

To establish and maintain a conducive learning environment, we recommend that Upper School Students
not bring and use cell phones during the school day. If you or your child chooses for them to bring a cell
phone, they must ensure it is turned off and stored safely in their backpacks during class time. Sejong
Academy is not liable for the loss, damage, misuse, or theft of any personally owned mobile device
brought to school.

Sejong Academy does not monitor and is not responsible for personal social media accounts, but our
high expectations for our students extend beyond our school walls. The school is not responsible for
inappropriate communication on social media communication and interactions. If the school learns
about inappropriate posts that interfere with the learning environment, we will notify
parents/guardians and assign school-appropriate consequences.

Please ensure that your child/ren use(s) messaging tools and social media for good: to raise awareness
about important issues, to communicate about clubs or initiatives, to build community and school pride,
and to celebrate each other's ideas and creations. Please be aware that personal digital footprints have
long-lasting consequences for our youth.

If a student violates the above expectations:
e 1st Time: The teacher re-directs and asks students to put them away in their backpacks.
e 2nd Time: The teacher notifies the main office, and the student brings the cell phone to the
office for storage until the student retrieves it at the end of the day.
e 3rd Time: The teacher notifies the office, and the student brings the cell phone to the office for
storage until parents accompany the student to school to retrieve the cell phone and review the
cell phone policy.
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School Bus Safety Expectations

Riding the school bus is a privilege, and students are expected to follow the bus safety expectations to establish
and maintain a safe and respectful school bus riding experience for all.

Students are expected to:
® be at the bus stop at least 5 minutes prior to the pick-up time and wait for 5 min after the scheduled pick-up time
before calling the school, especially during the 1st week of school
listen to the bus driver's directions respectfully
stay seated until the bus comes to a complete stop
not eat, drink, and chew gum on the bus to avoid choking hazards
clean up after themselves and keep track of all their belongings
speak in voice volume 1 or 2 to not distract the bus driver
not bring any inappropriate gadgets, tools, and toylike weapons to play
report any unhealthy and inappropriate behaviors to the bus driver, the homeroom teacher, and the school
obey all other school rules while on the bus

If bus safety expectations are violated, the school and the bus company will take the following actions:
e 1st time: Verbal warning to the student by the bus driver.
o 2nd time: The bus driver will tell the student to stop; notify the school to speak with the student/s
e 3rd time: The bus driver will tell the student to stop, inform the school to talk with the student/s, and notify the
parents of the concern and that they may lose the bus riding privileges if the inappropriate behavior/concern
continues.

When an official bus conduct report is received, the child's classroom teacher and parents/guardians will be notified, and the
school will assign appropriate consequences for poor and unsafe bus behavior choices.
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Healthy Snack Expectations

To keep our school clean, safe, and pest-free, food and beverages are not allowed outside of the
lunchroom unless they are part of a classroom activity, in which case they must stay in the classroom.
Candy, chips, raw ramen noodles, and soft drinks are prohibited unless they are part of a class
celebration. Birthday and special day celebrations are still honored and permitted. Please contact the
homeroom teacher directly to set up special occasion celebrations.

If they choose to bring food to school, Upper School Students are encouraged to bring healthy food.
Some healthy snack choices include fresh fruit and vegetables, string cheese, yogurt, and other
appropriate healthy snacks.

Upper School Students are not allowed to use a microwave at school.

If students violate the snack expectations, the school will take the following actions:
e 1st time: Verbal warning to the student only. The teacher/staff will ask them to stop eating and
put them away in their backpacks.
e 2nd time: The teacher/staff will call home to notify parents/guardians and ask them to send
healthy snacks.
e 3rd time: Parents will be asked to come to school to discuss the unhealthy snack concern.
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Sejong Academy

Korean Immersion School

1885 University Ave W.
Inspiring global St. Paul, MN 55104
leadership info@sejongacademy.org

Please sign and return the form to school by Friday, 8/25/23.
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l, (parent/guardian name), have read, understand, and discussed
the School/Classroom Behavior, School Attendance, School Uniform, Cellphone, School Bus Safety, and
Healthy Snack/Cooking Expectation Ietters with my chlld/ren . .
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l, (student name), understand and will follow the
School/Classroom Behavior, School Attendance, School Uniform, Cellphone, School Bus Safety, and
Healthy Snack Expectations.
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Your child’s grade/éf&:i’bd%l:

Please provide the foIIowing information in case we need to contact you.
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